Sukkos 2015
1.

Berchas Yabetz (chalek daled page 84)

The Rama (siman 624 and 625) quotes the Maharil who says that immediately after Yom
Kippur we build the Suka in order to go from one mitzvah to another mitzvah.

The truth is that this applies to other mitzvos as well. For instance, immediately after Yom
Kippur we should be involved with the daled minim. The basis of this is the Gemara in
Pesachim (4a) that relates the concept of being quick to perform mitzvos. (.mxn? 127 1P11)
There are different punishments for different types of sins. There are also different types of
atonements for different types of sins. There are certain sins that Yom Kippur doesn’t atone for;
rather, additional afflictions are necessary. This is why there is a custom to build the Suka
immediately after Yom Kippur; in order to atone for the sins that Yom Kippur didn’t
atone for.

2.

Bene Yissoschor Elul mamer tes

The question arises; why is this holiday called ‘Succos’ as opposed to ‘Daled minim’ (four
species)? Furthermore and similarly, why do the first two perakim of mesechas Suka discuss the
halachos of the Suka while only afterwards do the next two perakim discuss the halachos of the
daled minim? Why are the halachos of the Suka discussed before the halachos of the daled
minim? Lastly, why is the Mesechta itself called ‘Suka’ and not ‘Daled Minim’? “You shall
dwell in Succos for a seven day period; every native of Israel shall dwell in Succos.” (23, 42)
".N302 12w YR 1R 95 2% nvaw 1awn nooa" Why does the pasuk state Succos in the plural
tense? It’s easy to understand why the Torah (Devarim (16, 16)) calls Pesach chag Hamatzos.
Even though one could fulfill his obligation of matzah with one kaziyis (size of an olive),
nevertheless, since it’s Yom Tov, one should have lechem mishna (two loaves of bread).
Similarly, it’s easy to understand why Shevuos is in the plural tense; it’s because we count many
weeks. But, why does the pasuk state Succos in the plural tense?

The Gemara in Suka (6) relates that a Suka must have three walls and shachach based on
pesukim. This is one reason why Succos is in the plural tense, because we learn out halachos
of walls and shachach of the Suka from the plurality of the word Suka.

Another reason is someone who sits in a Suka in this world will merit being in a Suka in the
next world.

Another reason, explains the Arizal, is that the Suka alludes to a light that surrounds us.
This external light has the ability to expand and increase. The plurality of the word Succos
alludes to the different types of external lights.

3.

Kuntres benyonai chag hasuccos beginning of safer
The Tor (siman 635) asks why the holiday of Succos is during the month of Tishrei as
opposed to Nison. It would seemingly be more logical for Succos to be during Nison when




we were taken out of Egypt, sat in huts and were surrounded of the clouds of glory. He
answers that it is more recognizable that we are sitting in the Suka in order to fulfill the
mitzvah of Suka when we do so in Tishrei as opposed to Nison because of the weather.
Meaning, during the month of Nison, it begins to get hotter. Consequently and naturally,
people make huts that provide shade and a more comfortable environment to be in. If we
would sit in Succos then, it wouldn’t be recognizable that we were sitting in a Suka in order
to fulfill the mitzvah of Suka. Conversely, during the month of Tishrei it typically rains.
Most people usually take refuge and go into their houses. It is precisely at this juncture that
we are commanded to dwell in our Succos. When we sit in our Succos during Tishrei it is
evident that we are doing this in order to fulfill the mitzvah of Suka. ( 2>znn uRYw *» %y a8
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The Bach asks why the Tor is uncharacteristically explaining reasons for the mitzvos
unlike his usual style of simply relating the halacha. He answers that the reason that the
Tor offers is actually part of the kavana (intent) that we must have when we sit in the Suka.
When we sit in the Suka we must realize that we are in the Suka in order to commemorate
that Hashem took the Jews out of Egypt, surrounded and covered them with clouds of
glory. Therefore, this isn’t just a mere extra and interesting reason, rather, it is a part of
the halachos of Suka. (X *3 mnaw Xpn 0WH 71197 IR2? 737 11272 1277 77 PRY 1127 7272 P7°RD RN
2°N37 11°07 12I0W ;712 1M Y IR 12WA NO0AT KIPHT WINTY IR2Y TR 7D AT MNAY IR IR 21097 P R2
731277 PYT VWO 997 IR°2 1977 .IUWD 55D 719107 NM¥A NIND YT RY OR 71P°ND TEAT 7P kD M wT e

T12°1 (72 'A¥) ' 12°02 NPXOR MDY ANOW 1A 9T 11207 MRV OVL A1 .08 NRYYY 1Y 79107 NW2

7 191 273 "N I 2P MIW 2NN 119 AND (XY 'MY) 7" 12°02 195N MOYIA 191 131 D1pRT IMZY 1D0YNaa
ROW 90 DY AR 772 KX 71772 MRAT 27PA0 9D 2197 MXNT NPWYA 7110 2W 1197 20D Y 5D MOYA ARW2 10 7wy Xow
NN N " (0 30 MINY) 2102 12502 191 "R 171N wnaR" (72 10 1272) 172 200w NPXOXA AR LTI 0w 1Y ann
MZNT O™P ROW AR IRV 7RI T2 %3 D2 MW ' 1NN RPW 70 IO MR 37 PYONIW KT W0Wow "o

19 03 79 vawn "N T k" 2300w 210 23 191 .91 171971 198 MD9A2 2ND 1971 AN MR 1°12° RY OX 1PN
MR MOMA OYLI 72107 NBW NYW3 W TIRW)

Tosfos (Yuma (87b)) quotes a Medrash that says after Yom Kippur a heavenly voice shouts out
and says eat with joy because your actions are fine. Similarly, the Rama (end of hilchos Yom
Kippur) comments that after Yom Kippur we eat and drink joyfully. (a1 >xx1m27 w1722 10K
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Why is after Yom Kippur such a joyful time? It is because of the repentance that was done. We
were forgiven for all of our sins. With this we can explain why Succos is during the month of
Tishrei. There is a greater obligation to rejoice on Succos more than any other holiday. The
Rambam (hilchos lulav perek ches Halacha 12) writes that Succos has extra happiness more than
all of the other holidays. One of the reasons for this is as mentioned above since we were
forgiven for our sins, therefore we are required to express this joy. Also, we discussed in the
past, since Succos is a time of unity, therefore we are obligated to rejoice. It is impossible to
completely rejoice before Yom Kippur when our sins weren’t forgiven yet. Succos was therefore
enacted to be immediately after Yom Kippur when our sins were forgiven.

There is still a question that arises. Why wasn’t it enacted that Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur
would be during the month of Nison, thereby enabling Succos to be in Nison as well? The
Gemara in Rosh Hashana (10) says that Rosh Hashana is on the day the world was created. Yom
Kippur is on the day that Moshe descended from Har Sinai with the second Luchos.




Consequently, only Pesach could be enacted during the month of Nison. Conversely, Rosh
Hashana, Yom Kippur and Succos aren’t able to be during the month of Tishrei.

4.
Veherev Na (chalek alef page 485)

How could it be, that, placed on top of the Suka is something that is invalid to be used as
shachach, but the Suka is nevertheless kosher? The answer is snow. Snow is invalid to
cover the Suka with, but if there is snow on the shachach the Suka is still kosher. The Beuir
Hativ (siman 626) quotes the Genas Veradim who says that when snow falls on the shachach and
thickens the top, the Suka is still kosher. The Shaarei Teshuva explains that since snow doesn’t
interrupt tummabh, it is therefore not considered a roof and is kosher. Meaning if there was
something impure placed on top of the shachach of the Suka, that impurity will transfer inside
the Suka as well as stated in mesechas Ohalos (8, 5).

The Aruch Hashulchan (siman 629 os beis) says that snow on the shachach will invalidate the
Suka. Halachas from tummah cannot be used as a proof for halachos pertaining to Succos. Plants
and vegetables connected to the ground would not interrupt tummabh, but would invalidate a
Suka. Rather, since the snow is only temporary, therefore it will not invalidate the Suka. He
concludes that when there is a lot of snow, then the Suka is invalid and a aw>» s=102 should
not be recited. However, if there is just minimal snow, then the Suka is kosher. See also
Ashrei Haish chalek gimal perek 25 os 18.

5.
Shemen Hatov pages 149-151

We lain Koheles during Succos. Shalomo Hamelech says that everything is vanity. He says this
numerous times. Seemingly this is an inappropriate time lain Koheles. Laining Koheles
might deflate our happiness, which would be contrary to one of the major aspects and
obligations of this holiday. The question therefore arises; why do we lain Koheles on
Succos? It is in order that we will not get out of hand during Succos. There is a difference
between maintained happiness and foolishness. Only once we realize and pinpoint what is
foolish, will we come to true happiness. Succos is a time when the harvest is over and the
produce is ready for consumption. There is an overabundance of monetary success and
physicality’s. The Torah therefore commands us to leave our houses and sit in huts. When we do
this, we will realize what vanities are and what isn’t. Shalomo isn’t coming to decrease our
happiness; on the contrary, his goal is to increase our joy. There more of the vanities we realize,
the greater level of joy we could attain. Shalomo says 221 (vanity) seven times throughout
Koheles. It says 227 thrice and it says o°%27 27 another four times. It is for this reason that brides
walk around their groom seven times under the chupa. There were also seven days of creation.
There are seven hakafos during Simchas Torah. The Jews circled around the walls of Yerico
seven times. The Medrash relates that the seven o°7a77 correspond to the seven days of creation,
including Shabbos. Why do the seven o°a71 correspond to the seven days of creation? If we don’t
realize what the vanities are, then our Shabbos will not be a true day of rest. Conversely, if we
realize what vanities are, and that all of our work is done, and we don’t talk about business, then



our Shabbos will be a true day of rest. Shabbos is an auspicious time and a time for spiritual
pursuits. This point is alluded to when the bride walks around the groom seven times. Even
though that their house will have physicality’s such as food etc. There are still some unanswered
questions; how much? What will be their focus? How will they build their house? How much
spirituality will exist? Will they realize the o°537 that Shalomo is warning us about? The
Chidushei Ha’Rim explains that the word 277 can also mean vapor or hot air. The Gemara in
Shabbos (119b) states that the world endures because of the children who learn Torah (@ R
127 0P Hw MPn 927 2°awa X9OR 07pNn 0WR PR ARWw A 220 own wpt). Our ability to realize what
vanities are and what aren’t is easier to determine after Yom Kippur when our sins were atoned
for and we reached a high spiritual level.

This coincides with Darchei mussar pages 283-284 related in Succos 2016.

6.
Beis Aaron page 274

What is the connection between the daled minim and Suka? The clouds of glory came due to
the merit of Aaron. Why are they called the clouds of glory? The nature is that when two people
like each other, then they will have a close relationship. Aaron loves peace and chases after
peace (ov>w a1 avow 2amx) as stated in the first perek of Avos. Aaron exemplified and mastered
making peace. Aaron caused a lot of peace and love, to exist amongst many. This love formed
many clouds. These were the clouds of glory that came in the merit of Aaron. This is
precisely why they are called clouds of glory. It is because there was much glory that resulted
from the great respect that was granted.

One of the reasons we take the daled minim is similar. The Vayikra Raba (30, 12) relates that the
daled minim correspond to four different types of people. The esrog smells good and taste good.
It therefore corresponds to talmedai chachamim who also perform good deeds. The lulav taste
good, but smells bad. It therefore corresponds to talmedai chachamim who don’t perform good
deeds. The hadasim smell good, but taste bad. It therefore corresponds to ignoramuses who
perform good deeds. The aravos smell bad and taste bad. It therefore corresponds to ignoramuses
who don’t perform good deeds. What should be done with the aravos? They can’t be destroyed
or left out, because all daled minim are necessary. Rather, they should all be tied together and
they will atone for each other. The esrog will help the aravos. The hadasim will help the lulav.
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The connection between Suka and the daled minim is unity.



